
 
Review
Author(s): E. A. P.
Review by: E. A. P.
Source: The Geographical Journal, Vol. 53, No. 1 (Jan., 1919), pp. 54-55
Published by: geographicalj
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1780404
Accessed: 12-05-2016 15:38 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Wiley, The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) are
collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Geographical Journal

This content downloaded from 192.122.237.41 on Thu, 12 May 2016 15:38:42 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 54 REVIEWS

 height of their prosperity, and those were the days when Dalmatia also was
 most prosperous. But the beginnings of modern progress undoubtedly date
 from the Napoleonic period, though, as we have seen, Dalmatia owes her
 culture to Italy. However, we do not gather that Prof. Dainelli expects to see
 Dalmatia assigned to Italy at the Peace Conference. L. C. M.

 The Fisheries of the North Sea.? Neal Green. London : Methuen & Co.

 1918. 4s. 6d. net.

 This little book has been written in order that the public might be better
 informed than at present of the possibilities and opportunities for future
 development of our magnificent heritage of the sea. The writer makes a
 strong protest against State control of Fisheries, but a very wide acquaintance
 with the literature on the subject is hardly suggested by the limited biblio-
 graphy appended. The history of fishing forms an interesting chapter, com-
 mencing with primitive man, and proceeding onwards to historic times, the
 prosperity of the Hanseatic League, the supremacy of the Dutch founded
 upon the herring fisheries, the encouragement given by Elizabeth, and the
 various alterations of the methods of fishing up to the coming of the steam
 trawler, which has done so much to revolutionize fishing. A physiographical
 description of the ocean bed is given, merging into the like of the metabolism
 of the sea, and here the author is hardly on safe ground, for he draws a some-
 what fantastic picture of the abysmal fauna. Special chapters give useful
 information on the fisheries of Scandinavia, Holland, Germany, France,
 Russia, and America, and the book ends with a letter signed by Professors
 Gardiner and Nuttall of Cambridge, which appeared in the Times a short
 time agp, anent the brine-freezmg process as applicable to fish.

 The fisheries of this country are undoubtedly a most valuable asset, not
 only as a means of food supply but as a nursery for our Navy ; and it is to be
 hoped the book will arouse greater public interest in the subject than at
 present exists. There is a good map showing the fishing-grounds, but no
 index. A. W.

 ASIA

 Legends of Babylon and Egypt in Relation to Hebrew Tradition.? L. W.
 King. British Academy Lectures. Oxford University Press. 1918. 3^. net.

 The geographical distribution of myths and legends is an interesting study
 for the light it may throw on the origin of religious beliefs and on the relations
 of peoples in early times. Probably no legend has more engaged the atten-
 tion of mankind than that of a universal flood. Every instructed child in
 Christendom is early inoculated with it, and confirmed in his belief by one
 of his favourite toys, Noah's ark. There are three well-known versions of the
 legend, the Babylonish, the Hebrew, and the Greek. Did these several
 versions of the story originate independently in different parts of the world,
 or are they derived from a common source ? The remarkable similarity of
 the Babylonish and Hebrew stories has not been in doubt since George Smith,
 nearly half a century ago, discovered at Nineveh amongst the relics of King
 Ashurbanipal's library the tablet on which the former was written. And it has
 not unnaturally been supposed that from it the Hebrew was derived.

 In 1912 an extremely interesting and important discovery was made at
 Nippur by the archaeological expedition sent out from the University of
 Pennsylvania. This consists of the lower part of a tablet, dating from the
 time of Hammurabi, King of Babylon, towards the close of the third millennium
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 B.c., on which is written in Sumerian, the language of the people who pre-
 ceded the Semites in Babylon, an account of a universal deluge. In the lectures
 now printed Dr. King, so well known for his valuable history of Babylon,
 discusses, with learning, sagacious criticisin and lucidity, this discovery and
 its bearing on the Babylonish and Hebrew versions. The Sumerian version
 shows some striking similarities to the Hebrew, and moreover, like it, is
 associated with a description of the creation, which is not the case with the
 Babylonish.

 To the geographer the physical basis on which this legend of a great flood
 rests, and the part of the world in which it originated, cannot be otherwise
 than interesting. The Egyptomania so strongly developed in recent years has,
 as might be anticipated, claimed Egypt as the source of the deluge story.
 Dr. King discusses this claim and compares it with that of the Tigris. His
 critical examination of the subject can leave no doubt in any candid mind.
 His conclusions are so admirably and concisely put that it would be a waste
 of words to attempt to paraphrase them. " In the matter of floods," he
 remarks, " the Tigris and Euphrates present a striking contrast to the Nile.
 In Egypt the Nile flow is gentle, it is never abrupt, and gives ample warning
 of its rise and fall. . . . The growth in such a country of a legend of a world
 destruction by flood is inconceivable." In Mesopotamia "heavy rain in April
 and a warm south wind melting the snows on the hills may bring down such
 floods that the channels cannot contain them, the dams are then breached,
 and the country laid waste. But while the Babylonians succeeded in con-
 trolling the Euphrates, the Tigris was never really tamed, and when it burst
 its right bank the southern plain was devastated. We could not have a more
 suitable soil for the growth of a deluge story." When to this are added the
 possibilities of the effects of seismic disturbance and cyclonic influence from
 the Persian Gulf, as suggested by Suess and Huxley, the likelihood of this
 region being the source of the legend is still further enhanced.

 " Our new text," observes Dr. King, " reveals the deluge tradition in Meso?
 potamia at an early stage of its development. . . . To the Sumerians who
 first told the story the great flood appeared to have destroyed mankind,
 for southern Babylonia was to them the world. Later peoples who heard
 it fitted the story to their own geographical horizon. But in its early
 Sumerian form it is just the simple tradition of some great inundation which
 overwhelmed the plain of Southern Babylonia, and was peculiarly disastrous
 in its effects. And so its memory survived in the picture of Xisudu's solitary
 coracle upon the face of the waters which seen through the mists of tradition
 has given us the Noah's ark of our nursery days." In fact, to sum up the
 matter, "we may conclude that we have recovered beyond any doubt the origin
 of the Babylonian and Hebrew traditions, and of the large group of stories
 to which they in their turn have given rise.,, E. A. P.

 'Round about Jerusalem.'? Rev. J. E. Wright. London: Jarrolds. 1918.
 Pp. 247. With 12 lllustrations. Price js. 6d. net.

 The volume consists of extracts from letters written in Jerusalem. The
 material is better than that usually provided by the passing tourist, because
 the writer is a student who during several months1 residence in Palestine
 employed his spare time in learning all he could. The information is, how?
 ever, without any systematic arrangement. As a record of passing impressions
 these letters make acceptable light reading, but there is nothing original or of
 permanent value, and in several places the lack of reyision is very evident.
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